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Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. held their annual AKA AKAdemy Showcase/Awards Program last Sunday, May 29.


BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -The Youth Development
Foundation (YDF) of the
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. held its annual
AKA AKAdemy Showcase/Awards Program last
Sunday, May 29. More than
1,000 family members and
friends filled the historic St.
Petersburg Coliseum to get
a glimpse of this year’s extravaganza entitled “Purple
Reign,” an homage to the
late Prince Rogers Nelson,
the Purple One himself.
Dr. Kevin B. Parrott
served as Master of Cere-

mony
as
Cassandra
Williams, president of the
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and Ivan
Tucker, president of Eta
Rho Chapter or Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. welcomed the audience.
Manitia
Moultrie,
AKAdemy program director, discussed the “reign” of
the AKAdemy and importance of showcasing their
students and celebrating
their successes. Revealing
that they have been asked
why the showcase is so over
the top every year, she expressed what a “serious
matter” it is to emphasize
the positives.

“For those of you who
watch the news or follow social media, you know that
we need to celebrate the
positives for our youth and
our community. You know if
we don’t celebrate, who
will? If we don’t show them
how to think over the top,
how they will know how to
strive for more, to think bigger and to do better,” she
asked.
And over the top it
was—in a positive way. The
AKAdemy
celebrated
through fashion, dance and
step with music and attire
inspired by Prince. The
showcase ended with a
fiercely competitive step off
between the Exquisite

Gems and Pathfinders. Although there was no official
judging, the audience
showed their appreciation
with cheers and screams.
The 28 graduates, after
a year of workshops focused on leadership, education
and
community
development, as well as numerous opportunities to
build character, patience,
self-confidence and determination, are prepared for
bright futures.
The YDF receives over
$109,000 annually from the
Pinellas County Juvenile
Welfare Board. The program is administered by the
ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha

Kappa Alpha in collaboration with the men of the Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity.
The night saw more
than $16,000 in scholarships, and the Eta Rho
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
presented more than $2,500
in scholarships as listed
below:
Youth Development
Foundation Merit Scholarship Award Recipients
$1,400 - Erica McCallister
$1,200 - Maiya Fudge
$1,000 - Mara Brody
$1,000 - Jermaine Robinson
$900 - Niaya White
$800 - Amber Seay

$700 - Amari Morris
Randolph
Lewis
“Bridge Builder” Scholarship
$500 - Shannon Vazquez
$500 - Quincy Hicks
$500 - Kevin Gordon
$500 - Zion Blockson
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority
President’s Council/
Merit Scholarship
$500 - Da’Jhai Monroe
AKAdemy
Book
Scholarships (funded by
Pinellas County Juvenile
Welfare Board Grant)
Erica McCallister
Niaya White
Maiya Fudge
See AKA, pages 8

The 2016 Class of the Delta Academy Buster Cooper’s last jazz in the garden
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL

BY FRANK DROUZAS

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – This 2015-16 program year of the Delta Academy, sponsored
by the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., culminated
with a celebration for 21 beaming young
ladies Saturday, May 21 at St. Mathews Episcopal Church.
The program, under Academy Director
Rosalyn Connelly’s direction, focuses on
building self-esteem and fostering leadership
qualities among girls in grades five through
eight.
“My experience with the Delta Academy
taught me how to always put God first; how
to believe in myself and how to care for oth-

ers…” said Danyelle Brown, who is in her
fourth and final year. “I wish I didn’t have to
leave.”
The academic component of the program
is designed to pique the interest of young
girls in subject areas and careers in science,

ST. PETERSBURG – George “Buster”
Cooper, a jazz icon whose career spanned
over 60 remarkable years, recently passed
away at the age of 87. Though he had performed all over the world, he became a
staple at the Garden restaurant in downtown St. Pete toward the end of his career,
where the St. Pete native was right at
home, filling the night sky with those everso-fluid notes from his trusty trombone.
A tribute for the legendary trombonist
was held in the Legacy Garden of the
Carter G. Woodson African American Museum last Saturday. Hosted by Bob Devin
Jones, co-founder of Studio@620, the
evening was filled with loving words and
soul stirring jazz.
“If you knew him you shared a laugh
with him,” said Jones. “If you were fortunate to tell him, ‘It’s good to see you,
Buster,’ he would say, ‘It’s good to be

See DELTA , page 5

See COOPER, page 6

Destiny Perkins

Buster Cooper
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The price for silence

Daveanand: Ready to move on

BY YOLANDA COWART

ST. PETERSBURG —
Daveanand Jairam had always dreamed of marching down the aisle
donning a cap and gown.
Now since that time has
come, he’s ready to move
on. As a graduating senior
from St. Petersburg High
School, he realized that
school was a time to experience new things and
make mistakes.
“Learning from those
mistakes and the new experiences I encountered
helped improve me as a
person,” said Daveanand.
When I arrived as a freshman it felt like I was starting a new chapter in my
life. I was new to the whole
high school experience,
but was excited to see
what four years at St. Pete
High had to offer me.”
Daveanand took AP
and honors courses
throughout high school
because of his eagerness
to learn more than what
was offered in regular
classes. These courses
tested his academic ability,
which was good because
he loves a good challenge.
As a student trying to
be more social with the
student body, he attended
many school events
hosted each year, as well
as joined a few clubs. He
feels it was one of the
smartest decisions he
made while in high school
because it allowed him to
meet new people.
Aside from the people
he met who became
friends, St. Pete High had
many traditions that Daveanand thought were cool
because they were original. Participating in them
made him feel a part of the
Green Devil family. Then
came a pivotal moment.
“My high school experience wasn’t always pleasant because it was also
filled with tragedy,” said
Daveanand, as he began to
reflect and fight to stay in
the moment.
Two years ago his father passed away during
the first week of his junior
year. This event affected

The Springtime Club

CLEARWATER
—
The Dash family never
stopped fighting for justice in Leon Dash Jr.’s
murder case. Brutally attacked in a parking lot
trying to break up a fight
while working as a security guard for a teen party
at the Atrium Martini Bar
in downtown Clearwater,
his case grew cold rapidly as a result of the
community’s code of silence.
Following his death,
the Dash family kept his
memory alive and his
cold case active by keeping in touch with the detectives in charge of his
case, and by communicating openly with news
reporters and journalist
about the void that was
left in their hearts by his
death.
The public spotlight
was a peculiar place for
this private, close-knit
family, but they developed
the
spiritual
strength to keep Leon in
the public eye as they
moved forward and
armed themselves with
prayer to persevere while
waiting patiently on justice.
In 2013, the Springtime Club joined the
Dash family in honoring
Leon’s memory by hosting activities to encourage the community to
break the code of silence
and to stand up for justice
and speak out for crime
victims and their survivors.
On the morning of
July 27, 2013, the Dash
family was featured on
Pastor Fred Hinton’s
radio talk show where
the public was encouraged to come forward
with information, and
that evening a candlelight
vigil service for was held
as part of the Springtime
Club’s National Crime
Victim’s Rights Week
Program.
Since that time, every
year around the anniversary of Leon death, the
Springtime Club would
honor him and his family
by assisting them in
keeping his memory
alive and the community
engaged in his case. The
public awareness campaign is part of the Club’s
victim’s advocacy programs that includes activities aimed at spotlighting
the community’s cold
cases, heightening the
sensitivity and awareness
for victim’s right and educating the public on the
long lasting effects of
murder on the community.
Last week, the Dash
family learned that Preston Bell had been officially charged with
manslaughter, which is
the equivalent of third de-

Leon Dash, Jr.
gree murder in other
states. Records show that
Bell was previously arrested in Pinellas and
Miami-Dade counties on
various charges, including possession of drugs.
In November of 2012,
Clearwater police arrested then 26-year-old
Bell on charges of aggravated battery and robbery after they said he
shot 22-year-old Jacob
Woods and snatched his
wallet.
That means that the
now 30-year-old murder
suspect would have been
around 21 years of age
when Leon was killed,
and in all probability he
has spent nearly the last
decade committing more
crimes and violence in
our neighborhoods when
he could have been behind bars being held accountable for murder.
Elaine Dash Wade
shared that she joined
the Springtime Club because she understood
firsthand the importance
for other families to have
a voice when lawlessness
runs rampant and this
type of vicious behavior
and senseless acts of violence continues to go on
without pause.
The Springtime Club
can only wonder if that
code of silence not only
failed the Dash family,
but also failed Jacob
Woods and Preston himself by not holding him
accountable for his actions as a young offender.
Ponder this: if this
young adult male had
been
charged
with
manslaughter, a felony
that usually carries a jail
or prison sentence of at
least 12 months plus fines
and probation, would he
have learned a valuable
lesson? Would he have
been taught that Leon life
is of significance and that
his murder has consequence? Would that have
kept him from a life of

Preston Bell
crime and prevented him
from committing more
acts of violence? And finally, could he have actually turned his life
around?
When we refuse to
come forward to speak
out on behalf of crime victims like Leon, we allow
offenders to run the
streets with no regard for
life, no concern for the
law, no respect for justice
and no fear of judgment.
The community paid
a price because the silence diminished the
safety of our neighborhoods. Jacob paid a price
by becoming the next victim that suffered at the
same hands that took
Leon from the Dash family. Preston paid the price
because instead of walking out of prison with a
chance to change and
turn his life around, he
will in all probability
spend most of his adult
life behind bars.
And the Dash family
paid the ultimate price for
this silence. They lost a
loved one to senseless violence and spent nearly a
decade trying to crack
the code and convince
witnesses to come forward.
This is the cost for no
snitching in our community. Do you want to continue paying this price? Is
it really worth our silence?

the way he performed academically and interacted
with others. Daveanand
became
depressed,
pushed away those who
cared about him and his
grades started to fall.
“The low grades I received that year made me
realized I needed a
change. I couldn’t let this
tragic event affect me any
longer,” he said.
Those earlier years
when Daveanand spent
time making connections
and building relationships
began to pay huge dividends. With the help of
friends, family and teachers, he became more accepting of what had
happened and over time
his grades improved. So
did his character.
“I know if my dad were
here he would be proud of
the man I have become,”
said Daveanand.
One of his passions
throughout high school
was acting. He joined the
theater and became a thespian, which he thought
was a big accomplishment.
Daveanand participated in
many plays, musical and
even lip-synching dance
competitions.
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“I will never forget
troupe 2559 because the
Thespian Honor Society
has helped me improve
myself as a person
through character, friendship and confidence,” he
averred.
As he moves on in the
world, he will be able to
say, without a doubt, that
he had an amazing high
school experience.
“I will reminisce on the
memories I shared at St.
Petersburg High School
for years to come.”
In the fall, Daveanand
will begin St. Petersburg
College for two years and
then move on to the University of Florida in
Gainesville. He plans to
pursue a career in computer science, and of
course, his love of acting
and theater.
Daveanand’s dream of
graduating from high
school has become a reality. Now will come new
challenges, friendships
and
acting
groups.
Thanks to the many experiences at St. Petersburg
High, and with his
diploma securely in hand,
Daveanand is ready to
move on!
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The Dash family worked tirelessly for a decade
to crack the code of silence in community
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Vernique Monroe: Reflections of a
shy high school student
ST. PETERSBURG —
I remember freshman
year like it was yesterday; it most definitely
was not anything special.
Picture this: a small 5’1”
girl in this humongous
school, which seemed to
be full of giants. The first
day was extremely nerve
racking!
I didn’t know anyone,
and getting around that
huge school seemed to
almost be impossible. I
eventually figured the
school out and made
some friends. My freshman year was really
where I had begun the
process of finding myself. I had thought about
getting into clubs, but unfortunately I let my shyness get in the way of me
going to any of the tryouts.
My sophomore year
was just as exciting as my
freshman year, which
wasn’t exciting or interesting at all. I stayed to
myself a lot in school. I
was that girl you saw
speeding in the hallways
with tunnel vision trying
to get to my next class.
LOL! Some people would
say that they wouldn’t
speak to me because I always looked mad or
bothered; however, I was
actually quite happy on
the inside.
I’ve always been this
really friendly person,
but my facial expression
while walking to classes
made me seem unapproachable (It’s really
something I can’t help
but I am working on it
LOL!). If I could redo any
year in high school, I
would most definitely
choose my sophomore
year.
Junior year, probably
my second best year in
high school, is when I almost completely came
out of my shell. I had two
close friends and began
to get acquainted with a
lot more people. I still
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hadn’t gotten involved in
anything but I did manage to make it to more of
the football and basketball games. Most of the
fun of these years happened outside of school.
When
graduation
time came for the class of
2015, I got sad. This was
my original year of graduation before being held
back in the fifth grade.
All of my friends had
graduated and went off to
college. My best friend of
six years also moved to
Georgia this year. Although the ending of my
junior year started off
sad, I quickly remembered that I was about to
be a senior and it was finally going to be my
graduating year.
Senior year was by far
the best year for me. I
made more friends, got
involved more and finally
joined a club. The end of
my senior year was the
highlight of my high
school experience. I had

finally found myself, and
it felt amazing. I was almost at the finish line
and I knew that I had to
finish my last year off
strong. I made sure that I
participated in almost
every single senior event
there was if I could.
The one thing that I
regret is not getting involved enough. I so wish
that I hadn’t let my shyness stop me from participating in more school
events and joining any
clubs. Now that I’ve graduated, I am relieved. I
know that this is the beginning of the end and I
am moving on to another
chapter in life.
College for me is
going to be a clean slate.
I get to start over and will
definitely be more involved in things pertaining to school. I know that
as long as I have my
mom, my best friend, my
dad and God in my corner, I will do nothing but
succeed!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Florida Documentary Film Premiere
Making a Killing:
Guns, Greed and the NRA

Memory garden
ST. PETERSBURG —
Heart 2 Heart Support
Group Inc. will sponsor a
memory garden Saturday,
June 25 from 8 to noon at
Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church, 1045 16th St. S.
This will be a way to
show tribute and to
honor love ones who
have passed away. It will
also serve as a place for

survivors to remember
and heal. Each plant
planted into the ground
in memory of a loved one
will cost $10.
Volunteer are needed
to assist in various ways
with this worthwhile
project that will beautify
the landscape. Please
bring your garden tools
(shovels, glove, hoes,

rakes and any other appropriate materials) to
the event.
Monetary donations
of any amount will be
greatly appreciated. Refreshments
will
be
served.
Please contact Christine
Mayers for tickets or questions at (727) 866-7528 or
heart2heart727@gmail.com

[St Petersburg, FL] – “Making a Killing”, a Brave New Films production
by Robert Greenwald, tells the stories of how guns, and the billions
made off of them, affect the lives of everyday Americans.
The film features personal stories from people across the country who
have been affected by gun violence, including survivors and victims’
families. “Making a Killing” exposes how the powerful gun companies
and the NRA are resisting responsible legislation for the sake of profit and thereby putting people in danger. The film looks into gun tragedies
that include unintentional shootings, domestic violence, suicides,
mass shootings and trafficking - and what citizens can do to
put an end to this profit-driven crisis.

Tuesday, June 7 at 6:00 p.m.
freeFall Theatre Company
6099 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, Florida

Admission is free
RSVP encouraged at: https://www.facebook.com/LWVSPA/
Film will be followed by a discussion featuring:
Lisa Wheeler Brown, St Petersburg City Council
Dr. David Berman, Pediatrician
and Leader of Doctors for American Gun Safety
For more information, call (727) 896-5197
or visit the League’s website: http://lwvspa.org/

Tony Mayers, Christine Mayers, president and Gloria Howard

For Dajaih Marion, the diploma is
the proof
ST. PETERSBURG —
For Dajaih Marion, family is important and
makes up a large part of
her world. She proudly
announces having three
younger siblings: Alfred
Jr., Leondre and Angel.
She sees herself as being
a role model and most
often a big impact in
young people’s lives. Her
older brother Devonte
and her parents, Natasha
and Alfred Copeland,
round out the family.
Life is great when
there’s peace, family, caring and sharing. Except
for an occasional sibling
spat, the family keeps her
smiling.
However, when you
are a senior at St. Petersburg High School with
lofty goals, life doesn’t always present itself as a
fairytale—not even for an
outgoing
and
open
hearted singing songbird
like Dajaih.
“During high school I
faced many challenges,”
said Dajaih. They included
friendships,
grades and sometimes
relationships.
The
biggest challenge I had
to face was passing a
bunch of different test
that were required for
graduation. It took me
maybe eight times to
pass the reading test just
so I could be an official
high school graduating
senior.”
Enter Mrs. Debbie
Drapo. She is the reading teacher that seemed
to have every test studying skill that’s needed to
pass, and every motivating word needed to be
heard for her reading
students to keep them
moving, even when it got
harder. She put in the
students’ minds that they
could do it. Dajaih heard
her loud and clear.
“It was a challenge
and I had to overcome
these challenges by not
giving up,” said Dajaih,
breathing a brief sigh of
relief. “I have major support from my family,
mainly my mother. My

mom was there through
every tear and heartbreak and even though I
hated the lectures and
everything she said most
of the time, in the end I
realized that it was the
tough support that I
needed to keep me on
track.”
Indeed Dajaih stayed
on track. She was president and secretary for
the Girlfriends service
club and a member of another one called the Rojans. For one of the
service events in the Girlfriends Club, she put together a project where
they gave donations to
homeless
mothers,
mainly teen mothers.
The Girlfriends decorated care boxes for distribution at different
locations.
“I believe that my purpose in life is to help others who need it, be a role
model to girls who are
heading down the wrong
roads and to just be a big
impact on people’s lives,”
said Dajaih.
Now that the reading

test is behind her and
diploma in hand, she can
continue her plans to attend St. Petersburg College for a year and then
transfer to a historical
black college or university of her choice. She
plans on majoring in social work because it will
offer the opportunity to
help with troubled families and especially teens.
“In college I plan on
getting involved in campus activities,” said Dajaih. “In 10 years, I see
myself head of my own
office being the head
counselor and the best
psychiatrist in the city. A
family of my own may
come about but that isn’t
in my plans right now.”
With a family gathering on the horizons with
food, fun and laughter,
Dajaih certainly will be
singing, smiling and writing small motivational
notes to herself while encouraging her younger
siblings and other youth
that they can do it. The
diploma is the proof.
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Delta Academy: Commitment to young women
From DELTA, page 1

technology, engineering and
math (STEM). The program
goals are achieved through
the participant’s involvement
in workshops, field trips, community service projects,
bonding activities and strong
parental support.
The academy runs in
conjunction with the academic calendar of the public
school system in an effort to
support the young ladies as
they navigate through this
very critical social and developmental phrase of life
While challenging the
youth to push towards success, the Delta Academy focuses on the total well being
of its participants while promoting personal, academic
and social excellence.
“Mrs. Connelly has
taught me how to be a wise
woman and how to treat myself like a respectable person,” said Mikayla Brown,
who is also in her fourth and
final year of the program.
“She taught me how to go
through life; she showed me
what’s wrong and right…
she’s an amazing woman.”
Delta Academy is committed to young women who
demonstrate the willingness
to succeed, but may need a
support system in place in
order to reach their highest
potential. One of the goals of
the academy is to introduce
participants to experiences
they may not receive in their
own neighborhoods.
With over 20 events
scheduled throughout the
eight-month calendar, the
girls gain exposure to activi-

Nekayla Simmons

ties such as tree climbing,
scrapbooking, horseback riding, and special art classes.
Program participants are also
expected to take part in community events.
Each girl is assigned a
mentor for the year. These
mentors, made up of retirees,
social workers and teachers,
guide their protégés through
overcoming obstacles they
may encounter throughout
the year.
Mentors meet with the
girls at least once a month,
but aim for two to three times,
sometimes meeting with
school officials and parents in
an attempt to curb any academic or behavior issues they
may be dealing with.
Eighth grader Destiny
Perkins, who has been with
the academy for four years,
said she didn’t know what to
expect from the program
until her grades started slipping. Once her mentor encouraged her and helped her
figure out ways to get those
grades back up, she knew
she was in the right program.
“She [Mrs. McCloud]
kept encouraging me and
pushing me on and on…
They kept up with my grades
and would congratulate me
when I got honor roll or principal’s list or anything good in
my life,” said Destiny.
Although
Danyelle,
Mikayla and Destiny will be
attending high school next
year, they needn’t worry. The
Deltas have a sister program
called the Delta GEMS,
which is offered to girls in
grades 9-12. The GEMS par-

ticipate in workshops consisting of etiquette classes,
STD awareness, dating,
dressing for success, as well
as applying to colleges and
scholarship information.
The success rate for the
young ladies that complete
the program is astounding;
with over 90 percent of participants becoming college
bound.
The Delta’s success with
the girls is not accomplished
alone. Parent involvement is
the key to the rise of these
young stars and an expectation of the academy. Parents
and participants are expected
to be punctual, communicate
with academy staff and be involved in field trips and
events.
After the girls received
gift bags full of goodies, President Ruby Griffin thanked
Connelly for 10 years of
heading up the program by
taking each letter in her first
name and making a verse.
“Rosalyn is responsible;
she’s one of a kind; she a
strong disciplinarian, always
abounding in love and is
amazing. She is loyal to God;
she is youth oriented and is
never deterred from her mission.”
Destiny summed up the
afternoon with these heartfelt words to the ladies of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority:
“Thank you so much for
wanting us to be the best
young ladies we can be.”
For more information on
the Delta Academy, please
visit stpetedeltas.org.

Da’Nasia Albritton

Miracle Bolden

Marquavia Evans

Mikayla Brown

Danyelle Brown

Amena Baker

Kiera Woods

Jakera Lovett

Laci Brown

Kerstin Woods

Niyah Mitchell

Cereniti Shedrick

Cierra Riley

Miracle Bolden
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A tribute to the life and legacy of Buster Cooper
From COOPER, page 1

seen!’”
“Buster was a musician,”
noted famed jazz photographer Herb Snitzer, “but he
was more. He was in my
view an artist...he would
smile, pickup his trombone
and blow the most beautiful
solo.”
Bette Gregg of the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association pointed out that
when Cooper returned to St.
Pete in 1994 after spending
several years in California,
he immediately made an impact on the local jazz scene.
At the Garden on Central
Avenue where Cooper
played for 16 years, he was
always welcoming youngsters who were becoming
seasoned musicians.
“Jamming with Buster
was a real treat for them,”
Gregg said.
Nate Najar, a local guitarist, was one of those
young musicians.
“I was a kid and I
showed up at the Garden to
play one night like everybody else did!” said Najar,
who knew Cooper for about
20 years.
When young jazz musician Dwayne White moved
to Tampa in 1996, he was
looking to find out
“where the music was happening.”
“Everybody told me the
same thing,” he recalled.
“‘You’ve got to go down to
the Garden on the weekends!’”
The young trumpet
player took this advice and
met Cooper, who was more
than willing to let him sit in
with his band.
“He let me play,” White
said, “even though I didn’t
know up from down!”
During the breaks the
band took, White said the
musicians bonded as

Cooper would “hold court,”
telling stories about his life
and his many experiences.
White soaked it all up, he remembered, adding that he
learned not just how to play
jazz music but all about the
life of a jazz musician.
“Buster could tell a good
story!” said White, who is
the education and scholarship director for the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association.
Longtime friend Watson
Haynes
recalled
that
Cooper, in his travels all
over the world, did things
that many of us would today
deem “scary.”
“Here he’s playing in
apartheid Africa; here he’s
going to foreign countries
now that we can’t even go to.
Yet he had the opportunity
to perform before the
Queen of England,” Haynes
said, adding that he was
even invited to perform at
the inaugurations of Presidents John F. Kennedy and
Richard Nixon.
Cooper was a jetsetter
like few other musicians, as
he brought his brand of cool
jazz to many countries and a
number of renowned jazz
festivals. From Sacramento
to Nice and the North Sea,
he played them all.
The impressive list of
musicians and singers
Cooper performed with
over the years reads like a
who’s who of some of the
world’s greatest jazz entertainers: Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Benny
Goodman and the one and
only Josephine Baker.
Sarah, Cooper’s widow,
endured her share of the
many trips and countless
miles right alongside him.
“I’ve been to 15 countries,” she said, “although
he’s been to over a hun-

dred!”
Gary Springer, president of World Partnerships,
Inc., said that in 2010 his organization in concert with
the Al Downing Tampa Bay
Jazz Association hosted a
show about the Jazz Ambassadors, a program created
by the U.S. Department of
State. The program began in
1953 and ran into the late
1970s.
“It was the single most
successful program that the
U.S. Department of State
has ever put out there into
the world,” Springer said.
“Buster was one of those
Jazz Ambassadors. From
1963, he traveled with the
[Duke] Ellington Band literally all over the world.”
Family friend and local
sax player Henry Ashwood
recalled going to see
Cooper perform at the Garden, and said that Cooper
would let him sit in with the
band. And Cooper was
more than willing to lend his
talents as well.
“Anytime I would have
something at the Manhattan
Casino, Buster would come
and cater to it,” Ashwood
said. “He’d say, ‘Look here,
man, whatever you want, if I
can be there, I’ll come.’”
Cooper’s nephew Philip
called him the “last of the
cool cats of the golden era of
jazz.” Phillip, who teaches in
Los Angeles and is also a
concert promoter, said that
his uncle got the respect
and adulation of everyone in
the business.
Cooper’s “love affair”
with the horn began when
he was 15 years old, Phillip
said. His father took him to
Lester’s Music Store on
Central Avenue and in the
window he saw this “funnylooking instrument” and
was immediately drawn to

it. Cooper’s father bought it
for him on the spot.
“There began a love affair between a man and his
horn,” Phillip said.
The journey of a professional musician is not an
easy one, he explained, as it
takes hard work, countless
hours of practice, dedication, motivation and belief
in one’s ability.
“It takes the mindset of
‘do or die,’” he said, “and as
long as I can remember—
and I’m not that young—all
Buster’s ever done is play
his trombone. To be able to
know at 15 what your life’s
mission would be, to put in
work and dedication to do
what you love and share
your gift with the world,
and to make a living and
have a long, successful career is truly a blessing.”
“I will miss him, we were
like two peas in a pod,” said
Sarah, his wife of 65 years.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch the musical tributes to Cooper in
the museum’s Legacy Garden.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Henry Ashwood

Bette Gregg

Herb Snitzer

Watson Haynes
and Sarah Cooper

Bob Devin
Jones

Sarah and Buster Cooper’s
wedding photograph.
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SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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Purple Reign: A showcase of awards, scholarship and expression
From AKA, page 1

Shannon Vazquez
Mara Brody
Quincy Hicks
Jermaine Robinson
Kevin Gordon
A’Rielle Snead
Simari Turner
Zion Blockson
Dr. David T. Welch
Academic Scholarship
$500 - Mara Brody
$500 - Zion Blockson

Youth Development
Foundation/Pauline
Besselli Endowment for
the Arts Scholarship
$300 - Aaliyah Buchanan
$200 - Brianna Lloyd
$150 - Ty’Asja Scott
$150 - Janadia Fowler
Eta Rho Educational
Services (Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity
$750 - Mara Brody -

Lew Williams Scholarship
$750 - Maiya Fudge Lew Williams Scholarship
$750 - Da’Jhai Monroe Louis O. Harper Scholarship
$750 - Simari Turner Louis O. Harper Scholarship
Special
recognition
was given to those
AKAdemy students that
made honor roll all year,
and the AKAdemic Perfec-

tion Award was presented
to those that made the
dean’s list all year, which
included Da’Jhai Monroe
(Lakewood High School
Valedictorian), Shakenya
Clark, Richelle Still and
Makayla Washington.
AKAdemy Program
Awards were presented
to several students for
their participation, in-

volvement and engagement during the 2015-16
program year:
Angel Award – Shannon
Vazquez
Blossom Award –
JaNabre Flowers
Character Award –
Mara Brody
Spirit Award – Erica Still
Earnest Fuller Citizenship Award – Zion Blockson

Most
Improved
Pathfinder – Jatarius Bunch
Scott Wilson Pathfinder
of the Year – Kramon Long
Randy Lewis Leadership – Jabril Mohammed
For more information
regarding
the
AKA
AKAdemy please visit the
website at www.zuochapter.org.

A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
she will attend Bethune
Cookman University in the
fall on an academic merit
and athletic (softball) scholarship. She plans to pursue a
career in medicine and join
Doctors without Borders
and work in developing
countries.

Award, which is given to the
cadet contributing most to
academics, athletics and the
community throughout their
four years of high school at
the academy.
A member of the
AKAdemy since fifth grade,
she will attend BethuneCookman University this fall
with a full academic and athletic scholarship. Maiya
plans to attend law school
and become a women’s
rights attorney.

Evyan Gordon. He graduated from Admiral Farragut
Academy where he was a
member of the 2016 Class
1A State Champion track
team and the Navy JROTC.
He also received the Varsity
Basketball 2016 Coaches
Award.
A member of the
AKAdemy since fifth grade,
he plans to attend South Carolina State University and
pursue a degree in sports
management/business administration.
Kevin received a $1,000
scholarship from the St. Petersburg Alumni chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Inc.

Natori has participated
in several organizations and
received several awards including the St. Petersburg
College Presidential Scholarship.

She graduated from the
School of the Immaculata.
She plans to attend Lorraines Academy and St. Petersburg College.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
Bra’keya has participated in
several youth leadership
programs and is the class
salutatorian.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “The AKAdemy
has been an inspiration and
learning experience for me.
It has taught me many values of life.”

Zion Blockson
Zion Marquis Blockson, son of Pamela Office
Greenlaw. He graduated
from Dixie Hollins High
School and plans to attend
Morehouse College to pursue a career in kinesiology,
sports/physical education.
A member of the AKAdemy
since ninth grade, he has
participated in AAU basketball and has received several
academic awards and scholarships.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Thank you for
the scholarship that I am receiving tonight. The men of
Omega Psi Phi have been
very instrumental in my life,
and I want say thank you.”

Natori Harper

Jarrett Colquitt
Jarrett
Marquis
Colquitt, son of Spencer and
Janice Colquitt. Jarrett graduated from Lakewood High
School and will attend
Florida A & M in the fall. He
has been a member of the
AKAdemy Pathfinder program since sixth grade.
Jarrett is a student athlete and has excelled in varsity football, track, as well as
participated in student government. Jarrett was the
third place winner of the
Omega Psi Phi International
High School Essay Contest.

Mara Brody
Mara Lacole Brody,
daughter of attorneys Carl
and Lisa Brody. She graduated from Center for Advanced Technology at
Lakewood High School.
She has participated in
the Girl Scouts for 13 years
where she received the Gold
Award (the highest award).
Mara has received numerous scholarships and awards
including the President
Obama’s Volunteer Service
Award.

Maiya Fudge
Maiya
Alexandria
Fudge, the daughter of
Destry Fudge, Sr. and Dr.
Marilyn Fudge. She graduated with honors from Admiral Farragut Academy and
received the Headmaster’s

Janecia Fuller
Janecia Fuller, daughter of Joann Fuller. She
graduated from The Boca
Ciega High School and
plans to attend Bethune
Cookman University and
pursue a career in nursing.
She has participated in several organizations including
JROTC.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “I have learned
how to become a more respectable young lady and
what my priorities should
be. I couldn’t have accomplished as much as I did
without them. Thank you!”

Julian Jackson

LaSheral Harden

LaSheral
Harden,
daughter of Keefe and Marion Harden. She graduated
from Dunedin High School,
and plans to attend Bethune
Cookman University in the
fall to pursue a degree and
career in nursing.
A member of the
AKAdemy since seventh
grade, she participated in
the Police Teen Citizen
Academy and was named
Junior Leader of the Year in
2013 at Frank Pierce Rec
Center.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “I would like to
thank Mrs. Denise for always being there when
someone needed her, and
for giving me that extra push
that every child needs.”
Natori Harper, the
daughter of Eric and Kenyatta Killins. She graduated
from The Boca Ciega High
Kevin Gordon II
School and will attend
Florida A&M University in
Kevin Deon Gordon the fall to pursue a medical
II, the son of Dr. Kevin and career.

Quincy Hicks
Quincy Hicks, son of
Marvin and Theresa Hicks.
Quincy graduated from
Lakewood High School, and
plans to attend Florida International University to pursue
a career in mass communications.

Bra’keya HymanMuhammad
Bra’keya
Hyman
Muhammad, daughter of
Brad
Hyman
and
Tivica/David Muhammad.

Julian Cooper Jackson, son of James and Phyllis Jackson. He graduated
from Lakewood High
School and will attend Albany State University and
major in criminal justice.
A member of the
Pathfinder program since
sixth grade, Julian was a
four-year starter on Lakewood’s baseball team and
participated in travel baseball organizations. He received special recognitions,
including outfielder, leadoff
batter and top stolen base
leader.
As a result, he was selected for the Pinellas
County All Star South
County Baseball team and
received an athletic scholarship from Albany State.
Jermaine Ledbetter,
II, son of LaRona Morehead
and the late Jermaine Ledbetter. He graduated from
The Boca Ciega High
School where he received
an athletic scholarship to
Coffeyville College in
Kansas. He plans on seeking
a degree in sports management.
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A member of the
AKAdemy since seventh
grade, Jermaine received
several first team awards,
and was the district champion for shot put, regional
qualifier shot put and received the Track and Field
Most Valuable Thrower
Award.

ceived several scholarships,
including the George W.
Gore four-year academic
scholarship from Florida A
& M.

Force.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Thank you for
your support.”

has done for me. I met
some amazing people
throughout my journey of
being an Exquisite Gem.
I’m extremely blessed to be
a part of this organization.
Thanks to Mrs. Brody, Mrs.
Denise and Ms. Manita for
everything.”

Denise Phillips

Treyon Stubbs
Kaleb McClendon

Jermaine Ledbetter II

Kramon Long Jr.
Kramon Long, Jr, son
of Rosalyn Reese and Kramon Long Sr. He graduate
from Gibbs High School
and plans to enlist in the
United States Marine Corps
and eventually retire as a
Gunnery Sergeant and facilitate a JROTC Program in
Florida schools. He has
been in the AKAdemy since
sixth grade.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “I chose the military, specifically the United
States Marine Corps, because it will help me financially secure my future,
travel the world and make
me a better person as a
whole. Being in an Army
JROTC program at Gibbs
High School revealed to me
how much I love my country, and one of the only ways
to pay my respect to it is to
protect and serve the ones I
love.”

Erica McCallister
Erica
McCallister,
daughter of Shauna and Emmett McCallister. She graduated from the Gibbs High
School BETA program and
plans to attend Florida A &
M University to pursue a career in biomedical engineering. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and
the Mu Alpha Theta Math
Honor Society.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
Erica was senior class president and ranked eighth in
the Class of 2016. She re-

Kaleb McClendon,
son of Richard and Kym
Smith. He graduated from
Lakewood High School and
plans to attend Valdosta
State University to pursue a
degree and career in physical therapy.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Thank you for
the experiences afforded me
in terms of preparation for
college, entering manhood
and being a productive citizen. I am grateful for the
time, energy and caring
shown during my participation in Pathfinders. I will be
ever grateful for the experiences.”

Da’Jhai Monroe
Da’Jhai Korea Denise
Monroe, daughter of Kori
and Twanna Monroe. She
graduated from The Boca
Ciega High School as class
valedictorian. Da’Jhai plans
to attend Florida State University and major in biology
and public policy to become
an anesthesiologist and participate in Doctors Without
Borders or another organization focused on the healthcare systems.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth
grade, she received numerous awards, including AP
Scholar with distinction and
Student of the Year in several subjects.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “Thank you for
molding us into young ladies
equipped with the knowledge, character and finesse
needed to succeed at the
next level. I believe this academy has really helped me to
blossom and learn the importance of contributing to
the future of youth. Thank
you a thousand times over!”
Jessica Munoz, daughter of Jacqueline Small and
Moises Munoz. Jessica
graduated from The Boca
Ciega High and plans to attend St. Petersburg College
in the fall and transfer to
Florida A & M University to
pursue a career in health science.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “I’m thankful for
everything the AKAdemy

Jessica Munoz

KeJuan Samuels

Broquel Oliphant
Broquel Oliphant, son
of Robert and Donna
Oliphant. He graduated
from Lakewood High
School and plans to become
an EMT/firefighter. He has
participated in several organizations including, College Prep 101, the swim
team, dive team and soccer
team.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Thanks to the
AKAdemy staff for taking
time to help me. Thank
you!”

KeJuan Samuels, son
of La Shonna Samuels. He
graduated from Lakewood
High School, and plans to
attend Florida Memorial
University to major in business administration/entrepreneurship.
He has been involved
with several organizations
and received several recognitions including, Most Improved Pathfinder in 2015,
Photo Journalist of the Year
and received a superior rating at the Florida Jazz and
Solo Ensemble Festival.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Thanks for the
male guidance I lacked outside of the program. Yes, the
Omegas were father figures
to me. Thank you!”

School, and plans to attend
Hampton University on an
athletic (basketball) scholarship to pursue a career in
law and business/sports
management.
Niaya has participated in
many organizations and has
been active with the AAU
Basketball organization as a
player and volunteer coach.
She participated on several
first teams, including PCAC,
All Pinellas County, All Sun
Coast and All State.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
she has also received several
scholarships, including the
Brittany Gordon Scholarship and the Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity Scholarship.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “I greatly appreciate all the amazing things
that the AKAdemy has
taught me over the years. It
has allowed me to grow as
an individual, become a
young lady and be a positive
role model to the youth in
the community, while building everlasting friendships.”

Simari Turner
Simari Turner, son of
Jacinta Jackson. He graduated of Northside Christian,
and plans to attend Palm
Beach Atlantic University to
pursue a degree and career
in international business.
He has participated in
several organizations, including the Student Athletic
Advisory Committee and
chorus. A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth
grade, he has received several recognitions in basketball, track, football and cross
country.

Niaya White

Michael Wright

Shannon Vazquez
A’Rielle Snead

Jordan Peterman
Jordan Peterman, son
of Frank and June Peterman. Jordan graduated from
Lakewood High School and
plans to attend Savannah
State University and major in
pre-law/liberal studies.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
Jordan has been involved in
several leadership programs,
including
the
NAACP and Alpha Leadership Program. He also received several academic
achievement awards.
Denise
Phillips,
daughter of Valerie and Dennis Phillips. She graduated
from The Boca Ciega High
School, and plans to attend
Tallahassee Community
College to pursue opportunities in radiology.
A member of the
AKAdemy since seventh
grade, Denise participated in
cheerleading and flag football.

A’Rielle Snead, daughter of Leewin and Keisha
Snead. She graduated from
The Boca Ciega High
School Center for Wellness
and Medical Professionals
Program, and plans to attend
Florida A & M to major in
nursing and become a
neonatal nurse practitioner.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
she participated in cheerleading, the National and
Spanish Honor Society and
the Multicultural Club. She
has received several scholarships and previously received the AKA AKAdemy
Spirit Award.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “I’m grateful for
all that the AKAdemy has
taught me. I’ve learned so
much through this program
and I’m happy to be an AKA
AKAdemy Exquisite Gem.
Thank you for everything!”
Treyon Stubbs, son of
Felicia Kennedy. He graduated from Admiral Farragut
Academy, and plans to enlist
in the United States Air

Shannon
Vazquez,
daughter of Francisco and
Sandra Vazquez. She graduated from Lakewood High
School Center for Advanced
Technologies, and plans to
attend Florida A & M University with an academic
scholarship and major in
psychology.
Shannon has been involved in several organizations,
including
the
Lakewood High School
track team, marching band
and girls’ soccer team. She
was the 2015 Miss Debutante 2nd Attendant and has
received her Girl Scouts
Bronze and Silver Awards.
Her message to the
AKAdemy: “The lessons and
skills I have learned while
being a part of this wonderful organization are ones that
I will cherish and use for the
rest of my life. Thank you for
seeing something in me and
helping become the best
person I can be.”
Niaya Ann White,
daughter of David and Ann
White. She graduated from
Calvary Christian High

Michael Wright, son of
Joycelyn Avery-Wright. He
graduated from St. Petersburg High School, and plans
to attend Bethune Cookman
University to major in business administration.
A member of the
AKAdemy since sixth grade,
Michael has been involved
in 5000 Role Models and the
Interact Club. He also received a scholarship from
the St. Petersburg High
School track team.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “I would like to
thank all the mentors for all
they’ve done for both the organization and for me. They
have helped me a ton over
the years.”
Rashad Young, son of
Gail Figgs and Rashi Young.
He graduated from Northside Christian School, and
plans to enroll in Hillsborough Community College’s
Diesel Technician Program.
His message to the
AKAdemy: “Keep your faith
and trust in God.”
Photograph is not included here because he was
unable to attend the ceremony.
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Ken the Encourager
ST. PETERSBURG —
When he is “Ken the Encourager,” no one truly
knows him. Not expressively surprising, because
at these times he doesn’t
know himself. Ken the Encourager is energetic, outgoing, mingling in the
crowd. There’s still not
much talking, but lots of
communication. Ken is
funny, inspiring, encouraging, expressive and motivating.
But Ken is the alter
ego. Let’s allow the young
man behind the costume
to introduce himself.
“Hello, my name is
Keenan Rogers. I am 18
years old and live with my
two parents, Donna and
Michael Harris along with
my three younger siblings.
I have been a resident of
Florida for my entire life
and enjoy this sunshine
state.”
Keenan enjoys his
downtime by occasionally
going outside, watching
TV, playing video games or
helping cook for the
house. His family holds
strong spiritual beliefs and
attends church every Sunday.
“My faith is I believe in
Jesus Christ. I’ve become
stronger in my faith do to
influential people in my life
that have taught me more
about Jesus,” he stated.
Keenan
graduated
from a private, non-traditional high school named
Community
Christian
School of Five Oaks. The
classes are smaller, which
makes for more one on
one instructional time. The
curriculum is designed for
self-paced study.
He finished his high
school
requirements
ahead of schedule and had
the benefit of relaxing

weeks before graduation
day.
“I was so happy for
Keenan,” said Donna Harris, the proud mother and
singer/stage performer
Sojourner. “He worked extremely hard to get to
graduation. I was really
surprised when he told me
that all of his work was
completed. He was dedicated to his goal, and that
works for me.”
Keenan faced several
challenges during his high
school days. Things just
didn’t come quite as easily

for him. In his junior year,
he was faced with a degenerative spinal condition
that required back surgery. His inner drive
brought a speedier than
expected recovery. The
biggest challenge he faced
was staying focus and making friends.
When he’s not Ken the
Encourager, Keenan is
quiet and stays to himself.
Not a good blend for a
small environment school
that stresses group participation. Another challenge.

“I overcame my challenges by reminding myself of the bigger picture,
and that was to graduate,”
he said. “I wanted to make
my family, and everyone
who wanted me to achieve
greatness, proud. I strive
to be the best. So, I overcame my inability to make
friends by opening my
mouth more and socializing with more of my peers

daily.” Perfect!
Keenan plans to attend
Pinellas Technical College
where his intended field of
study is culinary arts. The
next character he will play
will be that of a personal
chef or maybe a successful
restaurateur.
“I hope once I’m out of
college I will have a successful career in the culinary arts,” said Keenan. I

can cook many different
dishes for people of all ethnicities. I just want to make
my family proud and continue to be my absolute
best as I enter this new
chapter in my life.”
Whether it’s Keenan or
Ken the Encourager, he is
committed doing well in
college and making people
fat with his delicious fare.

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.

• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW FOR THE NEXT START DATE - JUNE 13, 2016!
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  



 




  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


 

 




 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  





 

 





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.








 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  


Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Invitation Sunday at The
Ship - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which
is often referred to as “THE
SHIP”, will hold their regular
Worship Sunday Services at
7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 am.
“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00
PM (THE BEST ONE HOUR
OF YOUR DAY) AND
“PRAYER & WEDNESDAY IN
THE WORD” ALONG WITH
“YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT
7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY
IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US
-- YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS
ANY
OF
OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome
to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that all services place great emphasis on
our Savior Jesus Christ and His
loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship. Continue
88th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY – JUNE 5-12 Theme: “88
Years of Building on a Firm
Foundation” - Scripture: Ezra
3:11
The Anniversary At A
Glance:
Sunday, June 5 at 7:45 am –
Pastor Evans – Kickoff Sunday

10:45 am – Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor Emeritus
2nd Sunday Ushers - Monday, June 6 at 7 pm – Bishop
Lewis W. Sherman, and the
Holy Christian Church, St. Petersburg, Florida
3rd Sunday Ushers - Tuesday, June 7 at 7 pm – Elder Ben
Adams, and the St. Johns Primitive Baptist Church, Clearwater, Florida
All Ushers - Wednesday,
June 8 at 7 pm – Pastor Louis
Murphy, and the Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist Church, St. Petersburg, Florida
Sunday, June 12 – Culmination Services at 7:45 am TBA
10:45 am – Pastor Dr. Rolle
Murray,
Bethel
Baptist
Church, Orlando, FL
WEST COAST NEWS:
Calling all churches! Many
hands make a lite work, would
you like to be a volunteer for
the National Baptist Congress
of Christian Education, coming
to Tampa, June 19-24, we need,
Ushers, Nurses, Choir Members, Hospitality, Greeters and
Drivers, all West Coast
Churches SHOULD HAVE the
Volunteers Form, but if Your
Church does not have that information, Contact Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712, or call us at
(727) 906-8300, provide your Email address or come by the
Church and pickup a copy.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST

CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
Monday, June 20 at 10 p.m.
- Late night service - Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday, June 22, at 6
pm - The President’s Education
Banquet held at The Tampa
Marriott Waterside Hotel and
Marina,
The
Florida
Ballroom,700 South Florida Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33602 –
All Checks & Money Orders
are to be Payable to: Central
Florida Fellowship: Please go
to the NBCUSA, Inc. Website,
FOR TICKET INFORMATION
AND
BANQUET
TICKET FORM.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit
Our FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Congregation Set to Celebrate Pastor’s 21st Anniversary
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church family is gearing up to celebrate its beloved
Pastor’s 21st anniversary. The
celebration is slated for June
12, 2016 at 10:45 a.m. The
theme for the celebration is
“Living in Faith, Growing in
Grace with Ephesians 2:8-9 as
the anchoring scripture. The
speaker for the hour is the
Bishop D. Franklin Browne of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
We invite the entire community to join in with us as we
celebrate the man of God in
the person of Reverend Brian
K. Brown.
Events for June
Jun 3 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Jun 11 - Body Builder’s
Ministry extends a challenge
to the members of St. Mark to
come out June 11 for a funfilled game of kickball.
Jun 12 - Pastor’s Anniversary: Reverend Brian K.

Brown will celebrate his 21st
Anniversary on June 12.
Speaker: Bishop Franklin
Browne of Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Theme: Living in
Faith; Growing in Grace.
Scripture: Ephesians 2: 8-9
Jun 13-17 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association District Sunday School
and BTU Congress at Mt.
Tabor M. B. Church, Reverend T. D. Leonard, Pastor.
Jun 18 - Pre-Anniversary
Celebration: Motorcade to the
old Northside St. Mark location. Leaving St. Mark at 10:30
a.m. We will return for food
and fellowship immediately afterwards.
Jun 19 - Father’s Day with
the women of St. Mark rendering service.
Jun 20 - Last PIZZA Ministry of the year. Time: 6 p.m.
Jun 26 - Destination Graduation: Honoring of all Graduates for 2016 during the
morning worship hour.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all

ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Bread
Scripture – “And Jesus
said unto them, I am the
bread of life: he that comes
to me shall never hunger;
and he that believes on me
shall never thirst (John
6:35).”
Denial – I do not hunger
for things that can’t sustain
me.
Affirmation - I AM that
bread of life.
I can apply the I AM principle to every statement that
Jesus made using the words,
I AM. Everything that Jesus
said about himself, I can say
about myself. Everything
that Jesus did, I can do and

even greater works (John
14:12). In fact, I can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens me (Philippians
4:13).
When apply the I AM
principle to Jesus’ statement,
“I AM the bread of life” I accept my role and responsibility as the bread of life in the
earth today. When I take the
bread during Holy Communion, I AM appropriately the
substance of Christ in my
consciousness (John 6:51).
While eating the bread, I AM
reminding myself that I AM
the same substance as Jesus,
the Christ; therefore, every-

thing that he was I AM. I can
provide the same sustenance
that Jesus, the Christ provided when he fed the multitudes naturally with two fish
and five loaves of bread and
spiritually with his preaching
and teaching (John 6:33).
People are hungry for the living bread and they can feed
off of my testimony.
When I take the Holy Eucharist with this understanding, it gives it a whole new
meaning. Join us this Sunday
at 10:00 AM for Spiritual
Communion. It will be a new
and different experience.
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